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Never
Forgotten

In Loving Memory of

cLarence ray “ray” Bennett

Clarence Ray “Ray” Bennett, 90, 
Ekron, Ky., died Feb. 6, 2016 after a brief 
illness.  

He was born in Battletown, Ky. on 
Aug. 14, 1925 to Wordie and Mary Ruth 
Johnston Bennett.  

He was preceded in death by both his 
parents and his brother, Andrew Melvin 
Bennett.  

He is survived by his wife of 65 years, Marian Frances 
Williams Bennett; daughters Diane Lynn Bennett Medley 
(Gene); Karen Frances Bennett Prather (Tony), both of 
Ekron, Ky.; grandchildren: Rachel Medley Corum (Jim), 
Brentwood, Tenn., Eugene Medley (Kim), Elizabethtown, 
Ky., Robert Prather, Gainesville, Fla., Melanie Prather 
Crady (Jeff), Sonora, Ky.; Leah Medley, Louisville, Ky. and 
Rebekah Medley Doran (Evan), Santa Monica, Calif.; and 
seven great-grandchildren ranging in age from two to 10. 

He attended Beechland School in Wolf Creek, Ky. and 
started working at an early age.  He enlisted in the U. S. 
Merchant Marines in 1945 serving until 1948 and trav-
eled the world aboard a vessel making eleven trips across 
the Atlantic to the Mediterranean deployment area and 
two across the Pacific to Hawaii during the final stages of 
World War II.  It wasn’t until his later years that he talked 
about this time period and he loved to compare notes with 
his family about their visits to these areas of the world.  
After his period of service, he returned to Meade County, 
married Marian Frances Williams on Feb. 25, 1950, who 
he had met through a family introduction, and settled 
down to be a farmer and raise two daughters. He was not 
a person to have only one job or project so he also worked 
full time in the construction field for several companies 
including the Al J Schneider Company in Louisville, of 
which he was particularly proud of his projects such as 
the Galt House Hotel and the Executive Inn. When he 
reached 55, he retired from his daily commute to Louisville 
and started farming full-time.  During the time, he raised 
cattle, hogs, soybeans, corn and hay working daylight to 
dusk, not because he had to but because he wanted to. He 
and his wife also devoted a great deal of time assisting with 
the activities of six grandchildren. He and Marian were 
seen regularly during this time attending school functions, 
going to musical festivals and driving them to Louisville 
for music lessons or academic activities.

In his later years, he never slowed down and after the 
grandchildren graduated from High School, he and Marian 
became very active in community and civic projects. He 
was a charter member and past President of Lincoln Trail 
Antique Power of the Past, an organization dedicated to 
restoring antique tractors. He personally restored over 20 
tractors himself over the years and was working on one 
when he passed away. He also was President of the Parr 
Frans Cemetery and was a leader of organizing the group 
to fully restore the cemetery both physically and financially. 
He was a member of the Meade County Conservation 
District Board of Supervisors and received the Master 
Conservationist award.  He was a 60-plus year member of 
the Harrison Masonic Lodge #122 F&AM, Brandenburg, 
Ky. He and Marian were always on the go and attended 
virtually every community event in the area. They also loved 
to see their great-grandchildren in musical, theatrical and 
sports activities. He never stopped his love for construc-
tion projects and was always ready to help or assist one of 
the family or his wife with a project. A couple of his most 
recent projects have been an impressive tree-house for the 
grandkids and a cabin on his grandson’s farm.  He was also 
a life-long member of Buck Grove Baptist Church, serv-
ing as usher and trustee,  and could be found in the same 
pew every Sunday morning sharing with his neighboring 
church-goers a joke or word of encouragement.

Funeral services will be held at 2 p.m. on Feb. 10 at Buck 
Grove Baptist Church, 255 Buck Grove Rd., Ekron, KY 
40117. Burial will be in the Buck Grove Baptist Church 
Cemetery. Masonic services were held at the funeral home 
on Feb. 9.

Expressions of sympathy may be made to Buck Grove 
Building Fund c/o Buck Grove Baptist Church, 255 Buck 
Grove Rd, Ekron, KY 40117.  

Condolences may be expressed at www.bjsfunerals.com.   

sheLLey Peterson BLand

Shelley Bland, 60, Guston, Ky., died 
Feb. 3, 2016 at Norton Pavillion in 
Louisville, Ky. 

She was born on March 10, 1955 
in Las Vegas, Nevada, the daughter of 
Ernie (Marlene) Campbell.

She was the owner and operator of 
Ekron Grocery and had many interests 
that included entertaining family and 

friends in her home, reading, watching movies, crafts and 
playing the piano.

She was preceded in death by her husband Harold ‘Buck’ 
Bland who died in 2013, her father Ernie Campbell and 
her brother Doug O’Brien.

She is survived by her son Tony Cioe and his son Isaac 
Cioe; her mother, Marlene Campbell; a sister Becky Lut-
trell; and a brother Donnie Peterson.

She was also be missed by Buck’s mother, Lorena Bland 
and all Buck’s family.

In keeping with the wishes of Shelley, cremation was 
chosen with no services.

neLson W. coMBs

Nelson W. Combs, 87, formerly of Radcliff, Ky., died Feb. 5, 
2016 at the Helmwood Healthcare Center, Elizabethtown, Ky.

He was a veteran of the United States Army and was retired 
from the United States Army.

He was preceded in death by his wife, Winnie Margaret 
Combs.

He is survived by a daughter, Ann (Don) Sidenstricker, 
Elizabethtown; three sons, David (Cindy) Combs, Elizabeth-
town, Daniel (Kellie) Combs, Rineyville, Ky., Ronald Combs, 
Vine Grove, Ky.; 11 grandchildren; and 19 great grandchildren.

Funeral services will be held at 1 p.m. Feb. 10 at the chapel 
of Coffey & Chism Funeral Home, Vine Grove.

Burial will follow at the Kentucky Veterans Cemetery Cen-
tral, Radcliff with military honors.

Condolences may be expressed at www.coffeyandchism.com.

hIsako yoshIkaWa dWInneLLs

Hisako Yoshikawa Dwinnells died Feb. 5, 2016.   
She is preceded in death by her parents, Isuke and Toyo 

Yoshikawa; and her husband, Donald A. Dwinnells.  
She is survived by her three sons, Dr. Ronald (Kathy) 

Dwinnells, Poland, Ohio; Dr. Steve (Sandy) Dwinnells, 
Lexington, Ky. and, Kenneth (Molly) Dwinnells, Macomb 
Township, Mich.; 11 beloved grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren also survive.

She also joins her affectionate parents and husband who 
preceded her in death and now welcomes her home with a 
warm embrace and the deepest adoration.  

She was born in Kumamoto, Japan on March 30, 1933 
to Isuke and Toyo Yoshikawa.  She was the fifth daughter 
and the sixth child of this family. She married a U.S. ser-
viceman, Donald A. Dwinnells on March 10, 1960 and 
moved with him to Fort Knox, Ky. in April of 1961. Vine 
Grove became her adopted home where she lived for over 
50 years. She was a member of the Valley View Baptist 
Church in Vine Grove and worked as a certified nurse’s 
aide at Medco of Elizabethtown, retiring in 2009 after 25 
years of service.

She lived a life of courage, strength and amazing grace.  
She endured a lifetime of struggles including the passing 
of her mother when she was just a toddler. She survived 
bombing raids by U.S. warplanes during World War II and 
lived bravely through the untimely death of her beloved 
husband at an early age.  Despite this and other difficulties, 
she maintained a positive focus on life and began a career 
as a certified nurse’s aide later in life.  She was so proficient 
at her job; she won the Employee of the Year award twice 
and numerous Employee of the Month awards at Medco.  
She considers her greatest and proudest achievement as 
raising her three sons.     

Funeral services will be held at the Nelson, Edelen, 
Bennett Funeral Home in Vine Grove, Ky. The funeral 
service was held on Feb. 9 at the funeral home. Burial was 
held at the North Hardin Memorial Gardens in Radcliff, 
next to her husband.    

roger daLe etteL

Roger Dale Ettel, 62, Brandenburg, formerly of Mul-
draugh, Ky., died Feb. 6, 2016 at Brandenburg Nursing 
and Rehabilitation Center.

He was born Feb. 23, 1953 in Jeffersonville, Ind. to the 
late Dorothy Jane Crabb Ettel and Henry Christopher 
Ettel Sr.

He is preceded in death by his brother Henry Chris-
topher Ettel Jr.

He is survived by his sister Portia (Greg) Frank, Vine 
Grove, Ky.

The family has chosen cremation and no services are 
scheduled at this time.

Bruington-Jenkins-Sturgeon Funeral Home has been 
entrusted with the arrangements.

Condolences may be expressed at www.bjsfunerals.com. 

tracy MIchaeL sIMPson

Marine SSG (Ret.) Tracy Michael 
Simpson, 38, formerly of Radcliff, died 
Feb. 1, 2016 in Las Vegas, Nev.

He was preceded in death by his father, 
1SG (Ret.) Nelson O. Simpson Sr.

He is survived by his mother, Lorena 
Simpson, Radcliff, Ky.; two brothers, Alvin 
(Jill A.) L. Simpson, Temecula, Calif.; and 
Nelson (Anita) O. Simpson II, Radcliff, 

Ky.; two sisters, Daphne (Vernon) D. Davis, Lorton, Va.; 
and Sheri N. Simpson, Louisville, Ky.; forever best friend, 
Theresa Bedford, Los Angeles, Calif., and many nieces 
and nephews.

He was a veteran of the Operation Enduring Freedom 
(Afghanistan) and Operation Iraqi Freedom.

The funeral service will be at 12:30 p.m. on Feb. 12, at 
Nelson-Edelen-Bennett Funeral Home in Radcliff with 
Rev. Linda Hughes officiating. The committal service with 
military honors will be at Kentucky Veterans Cemetery 
Central in Radcliff.

Visitation will begin at 10 a.m. on Feb. 12 prior to the 
service.

In lieu of flowers please donate to DAV (Disabled 
American Veterans).

Condolences may be expressed at www.nebfh.com.

hans sterZenBack

Hans Sterzenbach, 81, Radcliff, Ky., died Feb. 3, 2016 
at his home.

He is survived by his wife, Margot Sterzenbach, Rad-
cliff; a son, Hans Dieter Sterzenbach, Petaluma, Calif.; 
three grandchildren, Jessie Sterzenbach, Greg Sterzenbach 
and Carrina Sterzenbach; two  brothers, Gerhare Sterzen-
bach and  Roland Sterzenbach  both of Germany.

1SG (Ret.) Sterzenbach was a Vietnam Veteran.
The graveside service was held Feb. 8 at Kentucky Vet-

erans Cemetery Central, Radcliff with military honors.
There will be no visitation.
Nelson-Edelen-Bennett Funeral Home is in charge of 

arrangements.
Condolences may be expressed at www.nebfh.com.

LouIse straFaccI
 

Louise Strafacci, 92, formerly of Louisville, Ky. died, Jan. 
30, 2016 in St. Petersburg, Fla.

She was born in Custer, Ky., formerly Louise Hoskinson 
and lived most of her life in Louisville, where she attended 
St. Matthews Methodist Church. 

She was preceded in death by her beloved husband of 67 
years, Nicholas Strafacci and by her sister Doris Gruver. 

She is survived by her son, Barry J. (Laura) Strafacci; broth-
ers Leon (Betty) Hoskinson and Ronald (Florence) Hoskin-
son; as well as nieces and nephews who she always held dear. 

In addition to being a homemaker she volunteered for over 
25 years at Methodist Hospital and the Wesley House.  Her 
thoughtful and generous nature will forever be missed by all 
who were lucky enough to have known her. To say she was 
an avid supporter of University of Louisville athletics, is to 
diminish the extent of her devotion!

Visitation will be on Feb. 11 from 4-7 p.m. at Highlands 
Funeral Home, 3331 Taylorsville Road. Burial will be at Cave 
Hill Cemetery on Feb. 12 and will be limited to family. 

Expressions of sympathy may be made to the National 
Kidney Foundation at www.kidney.org.

You may have heard 
the story of the man who 
once was awarded a medal 
for his humility.  However, 
the awards committee took 
away his prize as he dis-
qualified himself by mere 
acceptance.  

As that story goes, life 
does often have moments 
of such irony.  Being a 
preacher, I find it difficult 
to teach upon certain sub-
jects.  Much of the Bible 
is written as instruction 
for the church, and often 
those lessons regard how 
the pastor and elders are 
to be treated.  The irony 
stands, that preaching 
such messages will seem 
self-serving, no matter the 
intention of the preacher. 
But these doctrines do need 
to be taught. Now, mature 
Christians will embrace 
such knowledge, the less 
inclined would find such 
meat difficult to chew, let 
alone swallow.

At the risk of such mis-
understanding, I ask you 
to meditate upon the fol-
lowing scripture.  Take it to 
heart as gospel, and see if 
what I say is true.

Hebrews 13:17  reads; 
“Obey your leaders and 
submit to them, for they are 
keeping watch over your 
souls, as those who will 
have to give an account. Let 
them do this with joy and 
not with groaning, for that 
would be of no advantage 
to you.”

Again, I write today, not 
out of a personal agenda, 
other than a concern to 
bring to light a teaching 
that should be of benefit 
to all.  I often hear stories 
of weary pastors.  Just this 
week several studies were 
published about the crisis 
of ministry for pastors and 
elders. Ministry is difficult 
and more than a weekend 
job. I know several pastors 
who are burdened for souls 
like no other, all the while 
wearily watching people 
choose to fall away from 
God.  Close friends of mine 
live sacrificially without 
any complaint.  Many face 
criticism with a smile all 
the while taking someone 
else’s blame. As statistics 

Minister’s Corner 
go, the average stay for pas-
tors in a particular denom-
ination is less than three 
years.  Over all, over three 
hundred ministers leave 
the ministry every month, 
never to return.  Thirty 
seven percent of ministers 
quit before reaching the 
mark of ten years in min-
istry.

Why is this?  It seems 
that countless shepherds 
are overburdened and have 
little encouragement. Many 
live below poverty level and 
never truly receive a day of 
rest.  Several never know 
what it is like to have a true 
friend.  Minister’s families 
are always on call and feel 
scrutinized.  And though 
you dear reader may not be 
to blame, someone some-
where is. 

But today I want to draw 
particular attention to this 
scripture for the benefit of 
pastor and congregation 
alike.  It is in the Bible 
because a need existed, 
then as well as now, to have 
such problems pointed out.  
As the shepherd ministers 
to the flock, so the flock 
should minister to the 
shepherd.

Unfortunately, I know 
of people who have thought 
their spiritual gift was 
the gift of criticism.  They 
take it upon themselves to 
become the pastor’s per-
sonal “Thorn in the flesh.”  
This is what the Scripture 
is pointing out.  Ultimately, 
these people will answer to 
God.

Folks, the verse has an 
encouraging side. When 
you bless your pastor 
and leaders, it becomes 
an advantage for you.  I 
have always believed the 
axiom true, if you want 
your pastor or church to 
be better, begin by praying 
for him.  If you want your 
church to be healthy, feed 
the pastor with grace, tem-
perance, and love.

So here is the challenge 
Meade County Christians, 
let us honor God, and 
improve our churches by 
encouraging our leaders to 
joyfully perform the work 
of ministry.  

As an aside, if you want 
a glimpse of what minis-
try is like, I challenge you 
to read Paul Tripp’s book 
Dangerous Calling.  It will 
bring to light many things 
ministers never share per-
sonally.

By WES 
PINKLEY

Senior Pastor
Ekron Baptist
Church
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